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[loth Nov.-25th Dec. 1750
so obliging a Jeweller, to buy " Furs " or " Diamonds " with ? At a gain of 35 per 100 Pieces, there will be above BOOl. to me, after all expenses cleared : a very pretty stroke of business doable in few days ! '—
' Monday 23d November :' The beautiful Wilhelmina, one remarks, is just making her packages ; right sad to eud such a Visit as this had been ! Thursday night, from her first sleeping-place, there is a touching Farewell to her Brother ;—tender, melodiously sorrowful, as the Song of the Swan.1 To Voltaire she was always good ; always liked Voltaire. Voltaire would be saying his Adieus, in state, among the others, to that high Being,—just in the hours while such a scandalous Hirsch-Concoetion went on underground!
' As to the Two Bills and Voltaire's security for them, readers are to note as follows. Bill First is a Draft on Voltaire's Paris Banker for 40,000 livres (about 1,GOO/.), not payable for some weeks : "This I lend you, Monsieur Hirsch; mind, lend you,—to buy Furs ! " " Yes, truly, what we call -Furs;—and before the Bill falls payable, there will be effects for it in Monseigueur de Voltaire's hand; which is security enough for Monseigueur." The Second Bill, again'—Truth is, there were in succession two Second Bills, an Intended-Second (of this same Monday 23d), which did not quite suit, and an Actual-Second (two days later), which did. Intended-Second Bill was one for 4,000 thalers (about GOCM.), drawn by Voltaire on the Sieur Ephraim,—a very famous Jew of Berlin now and henceforth, with whom as moneychanger, if not yot otherwise (which perhaps Ephraim thinks unlucky), Voltaire, it would seem, is in frequent communication. This Bill, Ephraim would not accept; told Hirsch he owed M. de Voltaire nothing; 'turned me rudely away,' says Hirsch (two of a trade, and no friends, he and I!)—so that there is nothing to be said of this Ephraim Bill; and, except as it elucidates some dark portions of the whirlpools, need not have been noticed at all. 'Hirscb,' continues my authority, 'got only Two available Bills; tlio first on Paris for 1,600/., payable in some weeks; and, after a day or two, this other : The Actual Bill Second; which is a Draft for 4,430 thalers (about 6501.), by old Father Hirsch, head of the Firm, on Voltaire himself:—" Furs too with that, Monsieur Hirsch, at the rate of 36 per piece, you understand ? " " Yea, truly, Mouseigneur ! "—Draft accepted by Voltaire, and the cash for it now handed to Hirsch Son : the only absolutely ready money lie has yet got towards the affair.
'For these Two Bills, especially for this Second, I perceive, Voltaire holds borrowed jewels (borrowed in theatrical times, or partly bought, from the Hirsch Firm, and not paid for), which make him sure till ho see the Steuer Papers themselves.—" And now off, my good Sieur Hirsch ;
1 Wilhelmina to Friedrich, 'Btietzen, z6th November, jourfiaicstc pour moi' (CEvvrts dt Frldiric, xxvii. i. 197).